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passage, particularly as regards the bearing of Jesus' answers to Pilate. 
In addition, his distinction between Pilate the judge and Pilate the 
administrator is also helpful. His final conclusion that, although 
Jesus was not legally condemned in a technical way, his " claim was 
utterly inconsistent with the claim of the state which Caesar represented," 
would require some consideration before acceptance as in any way a 
justification of the execution of Jesus. The summary of the book's 
position is this: "Jesus died because in the ecclesiastical council he 
claimed to be the Son of God and the Messiah of Israel, and because 
before the world-wide tribunal he claimed to be Christ a King." 

Taken as a whole, the book is helpful and valuable. It is to be 
regretted only that the author was not more acquainted with the 
methods of criticism, in order that he might have had its aid in the 
combination of the variant accounts of Jesus' trial. Perhaps with its 
aid he would have found less difficulty in the inconsistencies arising 
from the two accounts of the appearance of Jesus before Annas and 
Caiaphas. S. M. 

One Year of Sunday-School Lessons for Young Children. A Manual 
for Teachers and Parents. By Florence U. Palmer. 
New York: The Macmillan Co., 1900. Pp. xvi + 226. $1. 

A fundamentally better way of teaching religious and ethical ideas to 
children, by means of the Bible, is one of the certainties of the near 
future. Many wise Sunday-school workers are thinking and experi- 
menting along this line. The newly acquired knowledge as to the 
mental status and conditions of growth in the child, and the successful 
experience of the kindergarten method with children, have shown that 
previous methods of Sunday-school instruction have been poorly adapted 
to the work which they sought to accomplish. It is not possible, how- 
ever, to determine at once what the new kind of teaching should be. 
It must be based upon the sound educational principles which have 
been learned for secular instruction ; but the application of these educa- 
tional principles to religious and ethical instruction must be made with 
great care. Let those who feel qualified and inspired to attempt a solu- 
tion of this difficult problem do so ; only by the ideas and the experi- 
ments of many can the right methods be worked out. 

We therefore extend a cordial welcome to Miss Palmer's book, 
which is now before the public. She has presented us with a series of 
fifty-three lessons " selected, arranged, and adapted for the use of the 
youngest classes." The three ideas which underlie the book are correct: 
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(1) One fundamental ethical or religious truth should be taught the 
children at a time, and only one ; this truth must be one which touches 
the daily life of the child, such as kindness, obedience, service, good 
cheer, loving care, the sabbath. (2) This one truth is to be taught by a 
text from the Bible which the child can learn ; by a story to illustrate 
it, the story being told from a point of view which will bring it within 
the child's realm of thought and of action ; by means of a picture, if a 
good one can be found which illustrates the truth ; and by means of 
a song which will teach the truth musically. (3) The same ethical or 
religious truth, having an immediate practical relation to the child's 
thought and life, is to be made the theme for successive instruction, so 
that numerous texts, stories, pictures, and songs may present and 
enforce the truth in a variety of ways. 

This method has been skilfully worked out in this book, by one 
who is an experienced kindergartner. The truths to be taught are 
selected; the several studies on each truth are arranged; the texts, 
stories, pictures, and songs are given ; and the whole order of the study, 
its point of approach, its inculcation and its applications of the truth, 
are clearly indicated. The work of course is as useful in the home as 
in the Sunday school. 

It is greatly to be desired that those who feel competent and will- 
ing to leave traditional methods in order to find some better way of 
teaching the children should make a faithful trial of the method here 
presented, which is founded on right educational principles, has in 
general the right idea of how the Bible is to be used with children, and 
presents a practical scheme of instruction which can be used success- 
fully by those who recognize clearly the errors and inadequacy of the 
current systems. 

This book by Miss Florence Palmer, and the Kindergarten Sunday 
School by Miss Frederica Beard (Pilgrim Press, Boston), are well 
adapted to lead the way into this better land for the children. 

C. W. V. 

Two Years in Palestine and Syria. By Margaret Thomas. 
With 16 Illustrations reproduced in Colors in facsimile of 
the Original Paintings by the Author. New York : Imported 
by Charles Scribner's Sons, 1900. Pp. xiv + 343. $5. 

This sumptuously printed book, with large type, fine paper, and 
beautiful colored pictures of Palestine scenes, is unusually attractive. 
The author is at the same time the artist, and what she has written is 



